2             SCRIPTURE DOCTRINE  OF  CREATION.

with nice definitions or metaphysical subtleties,
which might only obscure its simple grandeur.
But it plainly includes two main ideas, that
there & a Self-existent Being, the Supreme and
All-wise Creator; and that all other beings are
creatures which receive their being as the gift
of His bounty, and depend from the first on
His good pleasure alone. Hence those weighty
sentences of the Bible, "1 AM THAT I AM...
I AM hath sent me unto you/' cc Be sure that
the LORD, He is God : it is He that hath made
us, and not we ourselves.1" " I am the LORD,
and there is no God beside Me." " I am God,
and there is none else.*" To this Creator alone
is ascribed supreme and essential goodness:
te There is none good but one, that is, God."
His nature, as revealed in the Bible, is inclu-
sive of all good, and exclusive of all evil. He
is Light, and in Him is no darkness at all. He
cannot be tempted of evil, neither tempteth any
man. He is c< the Father of lights," from whom
proceeds every good and every perfect gift.
He 1$, God almighty, everlasting, the Only Wise.
He is Light, and He is Love.

This truth is the ground of all the morality
of the Law, and of all the doctrines and promises
of the Gospel. The holy will of God, the law of
duty to His intelligent creatures, is summed